
Library Report to April meeting: 

The Library is progressing well with many new members from the community, and from surrounding 
areas visiting the Library to avail themselves of the facilities. We continue to provide Project displays 
to complement the various subjects the children are studying within school. This has been welcomed 
by the parents/carers as welcome assistance in assisting their children. 
 
The Summer Reading Challenge is being prepared and we expect the numbers to be higher than last 
year, which broke all the previous levels.  Books have been purchased and catalogued ready for the 
start date in July and additional purchases will continue to extend the range available to support the 
challenge and school projects.  The grant from the Parish Council is very important in enabling this. 
 
At present there are two young people fulfilling the Community Voluntary section of their Duke of 
Edinburgh Bronze Award within the Library. To date some ten young people have successfully 
undertaken their DoE award with the Library.  
 
The Library has had to adjust the opening hours to fit in with the School building project, after a few 
initial problems as regards Disabled access, the situation has now been resolved through discussion 
and Mr Gilzean allocating disabled places and signage for same. The Community has been well 
informed as regards the changes, and suitable signage has helped.  Unfortunately at this time the 
Mother and a Baby sessions have had to cease whilst the building project is in progress due to 
change of times. 
 
The Library has just been informed that the contractors for the school site intend to cut the 
electricity for one week during the Summer holidays. This was not a situation advised during 
discussions with Kier’s representative. There is no exact date provided at this juncture but it does 
raise concerns.  
 
Whilst we have been promised we will be informed of the proposed date it will be disruptive due to 
the impact it will make on the Summer Reading Challenge which maintains interest in reading during 
the long summer vacation.  
 
Whilst we understand and wholeheartedly support the necessary major infrastructure challenges we 
are surprised there has been no suggestion of a temporary provision of electricity supply arranged 
for this period as it seems unlikely the contractors can manage without electricity on site during this 
period. Mrs Crane has contacted the contractors requesting the arrangements they envisage. 
It would be helpful if the Parish Council could monitor the situation and support the request for a 
temporary supply to be made available. 
 
As the U&C planning application is proposed it is essential there is an agreement on the provision of 
Library services in the Waterbeach area. A Library facility conveniently sited to be accessible to both 
the village and new development could be a way to encourage integration and build a Community. 
Flexibility in opening times would allow additional services to be offered ranging from assistance in 
finding employment, CAB, adult literature, housing requirements, mother and baby groups, in all a 
hub facility offering numerous advice and directive to advice services, which fulfils the County 
Council model of hubs. 


